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April 9, 1997
UM CONFERENCE DELVES INTO TRIBAL NATION BUILDING
Some of the leading American Indian thinkers in the country will be in Missoula April 14lb to take part in the UM School of Law conference "Tribal Nation Building: Building Tribal
Legal Infrastructure for Economic Prosperity."
The conference will bring together speakers from several arenas to address tribal
sovereignty, tribal-bank relations and the development o f tribal Uniform Commercial Codes.
Among the presenters are the following experts:
■ Professor Frank Pommersheim of the University o f South Dakota School of Law recently
published the book "Braid of Feathers" which addresses using tribal court authority as a way for
tribes to protect their cultures.
■ Professor David Getches of the University of Colorado School of Law is co-author of the third
edition of the leading text book "Federal Indian Law" and former director of the Colorado
Division of Natural Resources. Getches is also the author of "Water Law in a Nutshell."
■ Pat Smith of the Smith & Guenther Law Firm of Missoula has worked extensively on major
Indian cases, including fish and game issues on the Flathead Indian Reservation, and in tax
regulatory issues.
■ Professor Robert Williams of the University of Arizona School of Law in March published
"Linking Arms Together" a book about Indian diplomacy.
■ Professor Stephen Cornell, of the University of Califomia-San Diego and the Harvard Project
on American Indian Economic Development, is a leading sociologist and author of "Return o f the
Native," which earned high praise from the Oxford University Press.
■ Joe M azurek, Montana Attorney General and a member of the National Conference of
Commissioners on Uniform State Laws.
■ Browning Pipestem an attorney from Norman, O kla., who has experience advising tribes on
economic development and commercial transactions.
Williams and Pommersheim will be available for interviews during a book signing at 3
p.m ., Sunday, April 13, at Freddy’s Feed & Read. All o f the speakers will be available during the
conference. For more information call Ray Cross, UM associate professor o f law, at 243-4816.
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